UPCOMING
EVENTS

Benthic Ecology Meeting
UNC Wilmington
March 10-13, 2010

Host: Department of Biology
and Marine Biology
Co-host: Southeastern

Estuarine Research Society
An event for students and
faculty to share benthic
related research, which
includes oysters! BEM 2010
highlights are scheduled for
our next quarterly newsletter.

NEW Volunteer
Training Session
Pine Knoll Shores Aquarium
Soundside Hall
Saturday, Feb. 27, 2010
10:00 AM to 12:00 PM

NEW Volunteers, JOIN US!
We rescheduled this training
session due to the winter
weather cancellation on Jan.
30, 2010. NEW Volunteer
Training 2010 highlights are
scheduled for our next
quarterly newsletter.

SPAT BITS

COUNTY ACTIVE
SITES

Brunswick 4

Carteret 3

Dare 1

New Hanover 8

Onslow 2

Pender 4
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For Our Volunteers

Happy New Year Volunteers! from three coastal NC regions: dedicated volunteers, in 2010, we
WELCOME to the second north, central and south. We will continue to support,
issue of our Statewide Oyster currently have two years of data, encourage, and reward your
Spat Monitoring (SOSM) Project mainly from southeastern NC; efforts toward the success of this
newsletter...with a refreshing therefore, in 2010, we wil pr oj ect . | f you
new look! As you settle into recruit more sites in central and fallen IN LOVE with oysters,
2010, you may wonder about northeastern NC. We also plan share them this month with family,
future plans for the SOSM to analyze and display datafriends, or a special someone,
Project. Our goal is to establish a summaries for the past two either raw, smoked, boiled, baked,
longterm monitoring effort, with  years of data collection on the fried, roasted, stewed, canned,
at least five years of baseline datavebsite. To all our hardvorking pickled, steamed or broiled!

In the SPAF &ighames

Oyster Recycling Continues to
Show St. Jamesg

NO.2 FEBRUARY 2010

then Mayor, Shelley Lescher, and
the Town Council of St. James.
On June 23, 2007, more than 90
hardworking residents bagged
oyster shell for placement within
the Intracoastal Waterway. In
August 2007, over a two day
period, residents from St. James,
members of the Benthic Ecology
Laboratory (BEL) at UNCW, and
members of the NCCF, used the
bagged shell to create two oyster
reefs along the marsh edge at the
St. James Waterfront Park. The
bagged shell was also placed along
t htge breakwater of Mariners Way.

. The residents of St. James, the
help. If everyone that I'VEd_ along was inspired to develop the oyster gr|  and the NCCE. contributed
the coast had the commitment project after participation in a

that Taylor Ryan and the North Carolina Coastal

The Water Quality Improvement
through Oyster Shell Recycling
Project is the first North
Carolina community sponsored
collaborative effort between|§
residents of St. James, Nort
Carolina state agencies, loca

businesses, and academia. Troy
Alphin, Senior Research
Associate, and Ph.D. Candidate
at UNC Wilmington (UNCW),

captures the environmental  yccr: Troy Alphin, UNCW: and
dedication of the St. James Martin Posey, UNCW. Photo
community. 0 T h a n Gosributefd tgy Taylor Ryan.|

.Photo features (left to right):
Taylor Ryan, Coordinator of the
St. James Oyster Restoration Projects
and SOSM Volunteer; Shelley Lescher,
Past Mayor of St. James; Ted Wilgis,

over 600 hours of labor towards
improving community water

on (NCCF) Regional g ajity, fishing, and wildlife
i c Forum t'ﬁabit%t.d' OEncore

impact to our coastal habitat by Oysters: Bringing Back a Natural
Resource. 0 wi t h FacR y'rgarr]]madfs oyster, geef,
In March 2006, Taylor Ryan, anproject coordinator, he quickly approximately 7 m long and 1.5 m

eight year resident of St. Jamesgained support and funding from continued Page 2

for



ISSUE NO. 2

Upper Photos Contributed by
Jonathan Spiers, The State
Port Pilot. Bottom Photo
Contributed by Taylor Ryan,
St. James Project Coordinator
and SOSM Volunteer.

This 4 generation Morganton, NC
family recipe from Taylor Ryan is a

{ Division of Marine Fisheries community. Both the BEL and
i within the Department of NCCF continue to sponsor
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St . Jamesc")’i

wide, represents a single studyResources (NCDMF) for the residents of St. James. I
replicate for the Oyster Shell approved these reef areas St. James owes a big
Recycling Project.One reef within St. James as a ResearcRr iy aANK  YOU 6 ¢ I

was constructed immediately Sanctuary. The reefs at St. Martin Posey, Ph.D. (Profess A ocurrent
adjacent to the marsh, while James are currently monitored 44 chair of the Department ¢ list of
the other was built bythe BEL and NCCF through oyster

_ - Biology and Marine Biology restoration
approximately 2 m below the donations from the Town of UNCW), Troy Alphin projectsat

edge of the marshBased on St. James as well as funds froanNCW) Ted Wilgis (Coasta St. James,

P P coordinated
estimates from other reef the North Carolina Sea Grant. Education Coordinator fo by Taylor

construction projects, the base St. James donates annually 'NCCF), and Stephen Tayli Ryan,are
layer of each reef required the BEL in support of research (Shellfish Biologist at NCDMi ©n Page 4
between 456600 oyster shell projects and internship ¢, their dedication to this of this

- L . . newsletter.
bags. The North Carolina opportunities within their environmentally productiv:

project. I

Environment and Natural oyster and habitat workshops Contributed by Taylor Ryaiy
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In the NeMGDMF

0The -201D0@ster season recorded on shell settlement, American Recovery and
is going smoothly with no real with the best areas of oyster Reinvestment Act of 2009
complaints of thinning oyster recruitment in Traps Bay of (ARRA). The division is currently
populations or too many New River, as well as smaller accepting applications from
undersized oysters. Folks areplanting areas around fisherman, due by February 26,
still getting their limits, Wrightsville Beach. The division 2010, as a joint stimulus effort to
both commercially and still needs to sample sites in create jobs and to assist with
recreati onal | yBruhswicla @nelawpandcPenser statewide oyster rehabilitation.
Stephen Taylor, a ShellfishCounties. The grant will pay fisherman,
Biolo.gist _fqr. the Nort.h NCDMF, partnered with the $2.00 per bushel, to plant cultch
C.arollr.la Division of Marine North Carolina Coastal N Hyde, Carteret, Onslow, .and

Fisheries (NCDMF). Federation (NCCF), is also New Hanover Counties

The division is currently preparing to plant over 40,000 P€ginning April 5 through July 31,
analyzing preliminary oyster bushels of cultch (oyster shelly 2010- Interested fisherman may
recruitment data, which should statewide. The oyster cultch visit thg NC_DMF website at
be complete within the next planting project is a Federal Wet.for mo.re
month. Based on 14 of Stimulus Grant awarded by the Stimulus project information,
approximately 50 samples National Oceanic and fisherman r.eqwrem.entg and a
examined to date, high numbers Atmospheric Administration Cultch Planting Application.

of oyster spat have been (NOAA) as a result of the Contributed by Stephen Taylor
INGREDIENTS DIRECTIONS
1 pint oysters Drain oysters, but save the liquor. Combine cracker crumbs
2 cups cracker crumbs and melted butter. Spread 1/3 of the cracker crumbs in a
1/2 cup melted margarine or butter greased casserole dish. Cover with oysters, then sprinkle with
3/4 cup light cream pepper. Spread a second layer, using another 1/3 of the cracker
1/4 cup oyster liquor (may need more) crumbs, then cover with oysters. Combine light cream, oyster
1/4 teaspoon Worcester sauce liquor, Worchester sauce, and salt. Pour over oysters. Top
1/3 teaspoon salt (optional) with the remaining cracker crumbs. Bake for 40 minutes at 350
Pepper (to sprinkle over oysters) degrees.

favorite serving dish at holiday dinners.

THE SPAT LIGHT

Contributed by Taylor Ryan
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On November 8, 2009, PenderWatch
& Conservancy hosted the fall School
Program Picnic for students,
teachers, and their family members.

PenderWatch Lunch Fall 2009

Students and teachers involved wit
PenderWatch actively work towards
environmental awareness an
conservation. Sharon Tatem (SOSMj

and Megan Rudolf (SOSM) wereMooneyHughes (Topsail Middl
delighted to attend, as PenderWatch School), Sharon Kelly (Topsd
and Be

has participated in the SOSM ProjectMiddle School),
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since 2008, under the guidance of PatSchosek (Topsail High School). WePhotos Contributed by

DonovanPotts (Marine Scientist and enjoyed delicious food, appreciation
Youth Coordinator speeches, and student awards, as well SOSM Project, and
along with as an interactive demonstration for a Allie Sheffield, past
(South remote operating vehicle and

Environmental
for PenderWatch),
teachers, Charlie Baker
Topsail Elementary School), Sharonsample SOSM spat rack.

Megan Rudolf,

a SOSM Volunteer and
PenderWatch Member.
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“Volunteer Appreciation L

provided by the BEL also filled the NCCF projects, shellfish
plates of many lunch attendees. concerns, and habitdt
Eachp

After a hearty meal, Ted Wilgis COnservation.

(NCCF), Tracy Skrabal (Coastal VOlUnteer and —membe
Scientist and Manager, Southeast€ceived a SOSM

=

S

promotional notepad and

Regional Office for NCCF), ) }
Veronica Carter (Board of Pencil. and a perennial
Directors Member for NCCF from SPiceberry  tree  sapling
The Volunteer and Member (Eugenia rhombefrom the
Appreciation Lunch, November 7, NCCF for their project
2009, was filled with insightful support and volunteerism.
conversations, perfect weather, The SOSM projec

and fabulous food! The event was

jointly hosted by the Statewide
Oyster Spat Monitoring Project

THANKS Airlie Gardens
for the donated use of thei

- facility, all dedicated
(SOSM) and the North Carolina volunteers, and especialfy
Coastal Federation (NCCF), on the NCCE for their
the Bradley _Cr_eek Lawn at the Leland, NC), and Troy Alphin continued partnership, as
bgau_nful Airlie Garden_s mn (UNCW), each discussed their working together
Wilmington, NC. The gathering of appreciation and need for demonstrates a solid
volunteers and members marked o nteers to further accomplish commitment to coasta
another _yeaf of hard work, communityoriented research and health. We look forward to
community involvement, and

environmental dedication.

Nearly 85 volunteers, with friends
and family, perused promotional
tables, Airlie Garden attractions,

and socialized with host members.

Mike Giles (Cape Fear Coast-
keeper for NCCF) and Ted Wilgis
(NCCF) were the lead cooks,
creating a scrumptious mixture of

shrimp, potatoes, corn, and several available
tables with sausage. Hamburgers,related to volunteer requirements,
\ hotdogs, and creative desserts the SOSM project, BEL research,

~

THE SPAT LIGHT

conservation goals. Ami Wilbur, more joint environmenta

Ph.D. (Associate Professor: endeavors that inspire
Shellfish Genetics and Mariculturecommunity participation.
at UNCW and the Shellfish

Photos contributed by
Audra Burchfield,

Research Hatchery Director) then
introduced the purpose and
construction progress of the
hatchery and entertained hatchery
related topics. Throughout the
lunch, host members were always
to answer questions

Cape Fear Community
College Student,
Marine Technology
Program; Megan
Rudolf, SOSM Project;
Allie Sheffield, past
SOSM Volunteer;
and Sharon Tatem,

SOSM Project.
-
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